quilting continued

Piping or piped binding
One of the trickiest ways to bind a quilt is with a
piped binding. Piping can add a very stylish twist
and defined edge to your finished quilt or pillow.
When using piping on a quilt you will need to either
enclose it inside binding, as in the Power-line Sky
(page 111) or put a backing onto it using the pillow-case method, as in the Road Transport Quilted
Pillow (page 76).

To join the piping, weave in the ends of the cord,
open up the ends of the binding fabric, and stitch
together. Then finish sewing it down, or simply overlap the two pieces of enclosed piping and fold to the
back, stitching through in a straight line.

Displaying and Caring for
Your Quilt
Hanging Your Quilt
Once you have finished making your quilt, you will
want to display it.

You will need bias binding (see page 39) and cotton
cord that is approximately ¼ in/6 mm in diameter.

picture hanger: just sew two buttonholes into either
end of the hanging sleeve, insert a flat strip of wood
into the hanging sleeve, and attach the two ends of
a picture-hanging wire to the ends of the wooden
strip. Hang as you would a painting.

checklist when hanging:
Put your zipper foot onto your machine, and place
the cord inside the binding, snug up against the
fold. Stitch into place, with your zipper foot, sewing
as close to the cord as you can get.

• Decide where you want to hang the quilt. Be
sure the quilt is not in direct sunlight, since this
will fade the fabrics.
• Avoid areas near heating vents, fireplaces,
and walls that may heat up in the summer sun.
Moisture is also bad for textiles, so be careful not
to hang the quilt near evaporative coolers.
• Wherever you hang it, you should change your
quilt’s location every six months in order to
protect it.

Attaching piping to your quilt or pillow
To attach your piping, you will need a zipper foot
on your sewing machine. Place the raw edge of the
piping against the raw edge of the quilt and pin into
place. When you get to the corners, ease the piping
around by clipping the seam allowance up close to
the stitching line; this will allow the piping to curve
around the corners.

44

MiniQuilts_INTERIOR.indd 44-45

Whichever way you bind your quilt, make sure you
choose a method that is going to suit the style of
your quilt top and matches your available time and
level of skill. Though none of the methods is particularly difficult, you’ll need to make sure you have the
time and energy to concentrate on getting it right if
you are trying a method for the first time.

• When hanging your quilt you must distribute
the weight evenly so you don’t put any stress on
the seams or the fabric.
• Never pierce the quilt with nails or use metal
clips to hang it; this would damage the fabric.
To hang your quilt, attach a narrow sleeve to the
back of the quilt and hang with a dowel or curtain
rod. This distributes the weight evenly and will not
damage the quilt. For a smaller quilt, you can use a

Making a hanging sleeve
Measure the width of your quilt and cut a strip of
cotton or muslin fabric that is 8 in/20 cm wide and
the same width as your quilt.
Hem the short edges by folding ¼ in/6 mm under
and under again; then pin and sew. Fold the strip
of fabric lengthwise, Wrong sides together, and
sew along each of the long sides, making a tube.
Lay it out so the seam lies in the center and press it
open. You won’t turn it Right-side out; instead, lay
the open seam against the back of the quilt about
½ in/12 mm below where the binding finishes, and
whipstitch, or blind stitch, the top and bottom
edges of the sleeve to the quilt back, making sure
not to stitch through to the quilt front.
An alternative method for short-term quilt hanging
that doesn’t involve sewing or attaching anything
to the quilt is to securely attach a strip of stainless
steel to the wall, just the width of the quilt. Then
use tiny rare-earth magnets all along the front of
the quilt, attaching it to the stainless-steel strip on
the wall.
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