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ISSUE NO. 10

Hi!

Beginning to get the feel of fall? Good!
Then get out the crayons and scissors and
let's get to work. We've got things like
airplanes and Halloween masks and Tennis
Ball People to make. If all this sounds like
a primer for the 4th graders, it's not what
it seems. The airplanes are FOR the kids,
but making them is for you. And | defy you
to resist the temptation to test-fly them
after you've made a few. Make them for
quick selling little items at the bazaar, or
for something different to decorate the tree
or hang a bunch of them together and make
a mobile.

Making shoes for old tennis balls might
sound like a pastime of dubious value,
but the idea came when | saw some
tennis ball people in a gift shop priced at
$4.00 apiece! Somehow it seemed crazier
to spend $4.00 than to make some my-
self. They’re nifty little guys. They can
convey birthday greetings, or deliver
get well messages, or tell somebody
where their place is at a party table.
Or they can just stand there and look
friendly.

But if cutting and gluing is what you
like to do, try the paper ornaments on
p. 6. Once you get the paper strips cut,
you can create dozens of your own
designs, and they’re not any more fragile
than the wooden ones that inspired them.

The crayoned plaques on p. 2 and 3
are something different. | haven’t
decided whether | think the finished
items are absolutely wonderful, but they
were fun to experiment with.

Then we come to sewing. Again | was
fascinated by the results. Why else would
| make four capes when | don't even wear
capes? But the idea of making something
so versatile by just cutting two slashes in
a circle was too intriguing to resist. You'll
find the directions along with three of the
four versions | made on pages 3 and 4.

And now we get ready for Christmas!
We've already got the place covered with
red and green and glitter and gold, and |
keep thinking | hear sleigh bells in the sky.
Wonder what I'll be hearing by the time

December 25th actually arrives?

Cheers!

AIRPLANES FOR DECORATIONS

flying, but before

Airplanes are for
sending them off on their own how about
using them to decorate the tree? If dolls
and drums and gingerbread men can do it,
why not airplanes? Decorate them in bright
colors then hang them on the branches to

twist and twirl. When small visitors come
to call give them each a Christmas plane
as a surprise present. The planes are so
light they can safely be flown indoors.

The pattern (see
The Extra Page) for
our planes came from
an old issue of the
Craft Letter (March,
1973), but back then
we used foam egg
cartons and meat
trays. This time we
used balsa.* You can
still use the egg car-
tons and trays, of
course, but for gift
giving the balsa is a little classier.

*For. information on Buying and cutting
Balsa see P. 8.

YOU WILL NEED:

strip of balsa**

X-acto knife

pencil to trace pattern

needle and thread or nylon fishing line
paper clip

paint or marking pens to decorate

**We used balsa 3/32” thick for our planes.
Seven planes can be cut from one 3" x
36" strip.

1. Cut out plane pattern and place on balsa
so the grain of the wood is running the
length of the plane and the wing. Draw
around and cut out using a sharp X-acto
knife, or use small sharp scissors. Use an
X-acto for cutting out the center strip.

2. Decorate plane as desired with paint,
crayons or colored markers. Numbers,

decorative designs, names, etc. can be
drawn on with a felt tipped pen. Or glue
on decals.

3. With sewing needle attach a length of
thread or fine fishing line for a hanger. If
you will be hanging many on a tree or as
a mobile, vary the location of the thread
so the planes will hang at different angles.
To Fly Plane:

Remove  hanger .

and place a paper
clip on the nose of
the plane. This
may take some
experimenting, but with the cllp in just the
right position you will be able to get a 15’
to 20" glide. Every flight is a new challenge!
Note: Our best flight results came when we
placed the clip at an angle with the inside
ends of the clip extending about 1/4”
beyond the nose. (See Fig. 1).

Party Planes — Become the most famous
kid party giver mother” in the neighborhood
by serving up a plane at every youngster's
table place. Print the guests’ names on the
wings, and they can be place cards as well
as take home toys.

PLANE MOBILE

Fig. ‘1

some nylon fishing line and a single wooden
embroidery hoop. Tie or loop four strings
around the ring equal distances apart.

Pull the ends together about 2” above

the ring and knot to hold.






